Elizabeth Township
Summer 2011 Newsletter

Contact Us
Township newsletters are mailed to all registered voters and landowners in
Elizabeth Township. Please let us know if your address changes. If you know
someone who is not receiving a newsletter, but would like to receive one, please
contact Zlata Garrison at 937-335-3822 or at Zlata.Garrison@335-etcc.com
Trustees meet at 8 P.M. on the first and third Wednesday of each month through the
end of October at the township house, 5710 Walnut Grove Road (meetings begin at
7 P.M. November through March). Work sessions are held on the second Monday of
each month through the end of October at the township house, 5710 Walnut Grove
Road (meetings begin at 7 P.M. November through March). If you would like to be
placed on a meeting’s agenda, please contact the township trustee office with as
much advance notice as possible. Additional township information can be found on
our website: www.elizabethtownshipohio.com.
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A Word From The Trustees………
Well, it’s safe to say winter is finally over and now we are facing the rainy days of spring. This
winter was a busy one. We used approximately 130 tons of salt and had about 125 man hours
in plowing /salting our roadways.
To keep you up-to-date on the maintenance of our roadways, we are nearing completion of
Phase I of the Hufford Rd. project. A topcoat of asphalt will soon be applied from Walnut Grove
Rd. to St. Rt. 41. Phase II will encompass from St. Rt. 41 north to the township line. As soon
as the engineers get done with the Phase II plans, we will be accepting bids. As you know, the
weather has been a challenge for us all so some things have taken longer than expected.
This year we are having two Miami East High School students take on the task of our
landscape maintenance. Their names are Shelby Roach and Chris Harleman. They are doing this
as their SAE project (Supervised Agricultural Experience). They will be weeding the landscape
beds, spreading mulch and trimming shrubs around the Community Center, Township Building
and the Fire/EMS Building. We are very excited to be working with these students, along with
Mrs. Carity, their instructor, and we anticipate a positive experience.
Feel free to contact us if you should have any questions and/or concerns about the township.
We also welcome you to attend Township Meetings which are held on the first and third
Wednesday of the month at the Township Building.

‘A Win-Win’ All Around
A group of juvenile residents from the David L. Brown
Youth Center covered more than 4 miles in Elizabeth Township Tuesday in an effort to collect trash and clean-up the
roads. According to John Studebaker, shift coordinator at
the David L. Brown Youth Center, it is a chance for them to
work on community service and get out in the community
and do good things. The idea originated through a member
of Elizabeth Township Broad of Trustees, Greg Dilts, who
thought it would be a, “win-win situation.” Greg also worked
side by side with the boys in picking up the trash along the
roadways. He plans to organize another clean-up with the
center in the future.
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Elizabeth Township Community Center

Elizabeth Township Farmland Preservation

Our summer programs guides should be in your homes. If you haven’t
received one please give us a call at 335-3822 to include you on the mailing list. Some events to look forward to in June include a Corn Hole Tournament, June 24th at 7 pm, free for members, non members $1, and a Jams
and Jellies class on June 16 at 6 pm, members $10 and non members $15.
July we have Adult CPR, First Aid, Babysitting Class, Beginning Sewing for
ages 10 to 14 and Chuck’s Sharpening Service.  Check out our fitness classes, Bookmobile, Senior Club Luncheon programs, Card Club, Bingo and Garden Clubs as well. Don’t
forget our track is 3 times around for a mile or 2 figure 8’s a mile and you don’t need to
be a member. For more information on these and other programs please contact Zlata
Garrison at Zlata.garrison@335-ETCC.com or by calling us at 335-ETCC (3822).

The Township Trustees have been facing the same issues with the poor economical climate
that all of us are facing and have resolved to take a hard look at all of the costs associated
with managing the township finances.  With this in mind the Trustees have voted to
suspend taking any new farmland preservation applications until such time that the
economy improves. The Trustees are reviewing all of the applications that we have from
December 2010 and February 2011 with the goal of taking these applications all the way
to closing, sometime in early 2012.

Walnut Grove Learning Center
Enroll now for preschool classes at Walnut Grove Learning Center!
WGLC is a state licensed early childhood program. We
serve children ages 3-5 years, providing quality classes that
focus on preschool state standards and project work. Children are encouraged to share ideas, use their imaginations,
and develop and test theories as they collaborate with one
another.  Through this work they gain confidence and independence in preparation for future schooling and beyond. Visit our website at www.wglc.
info, or call us at 339-2189 to schedule a tour and learn more about our program

From the Township Zoning Inspector
I would like to clear up an issue on Zoning. We have a total of seven Zoning categories
within the Township. The Three major Zoning areas are A-1 (Agriculture), R-1 (Residential
6-10 acres), and R-2 (Residential 0-5 acres). The A-1 Agricultural Zoning seems to
present the most misunderstandings. Your property may be in an A-1 zoning area, but
due to the size of the acreage and what the land is being used for, determines building
requirements. Example: A Township Resident in the A-1 zoning area wanting to build
a pole barn on a 100 acre parcel that is dedicated to a cash grain
or general farming operation would need a Declaration of Intent
to comply. A Township Resident in the A-1 zoning area wanting
to build a pole barn on a 10-19 acre parcel that is being used as
residential would need a building permit to comply.
The County has developed Land Use Codes for all properties.
The 100 acre parcel in the A-1 district that is listed above is a Land
Use Code 101. The 10-20 acre parcel in the A-1 district that is
being used for residential purposes is a Land Use Code 512.If you
have any questions, please call Ted McDowell @ 937-335-1252

The four applications that we took for the June-2010 sign-up are nearing their closing
dates. The title searches are complete and the appraisals have been submitted, reviewed,
and approved by NRCS. We hope to close all of these within the next six to eight weeks
and the landowners will have their preservation funds. These four applications will
add more than 654 acres to the farmland in our township that has been preserved as
agricultural land for our future generations.
We have seven landowners who applied in December 2010 and one landowner who
applied in February 2011.  The Township just received notification from USDA-NRCS that
the 50% cost share funds for the purpose of preserving these farms is now obligated
for these applications and is awaiting completion of all of the
paperwork needed for these farms to be preserved. If approved by
the township, they will be funded at the 25% level by the township
making the total cost share 75% of the appraised value of the
easement.
Even though we are not currently taking new applications, we are
interested in talking with any township farm owner who would like to
learn more about the farmland preservation program. If interested,
please contact any of the Trustees, the township office 335-1920,
or Randy Mott, Farmland Preservation Chairman 545-8772 for more
information.

Elizabeth Township Historical Museum
The museum continues to get donations and requests for information about our
community and schools. We just received complete uniforms from WWII with all the
boots, caps, gear, and medals. Eight Miami East yearbooks were donated. Stories and
pictures from people continue to come in.
I am looking for information on the Elizabeth classes from 1919 through 1937. This
was before yearbooks so information on these classes is slim. Please look through your
pictures and newspaper clippings and scrapbooks to see if you have any of these items.
We will scan and make copies and get them back to your quickly.
The museum belongs to all of us and we would like for you to visit if you haven’t been
here for a while. Call me or let the Center know if you would like to schedule a visit. We
also would like for your help if you are interested in helping in any way. Let me know your
interests and I am sure I can find a job for you.  Audrey Phillis 339-5209.

